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The Global Sustainable Finance Conference (GSFC) 

2017 is a comprehensive event for the execu�ves of 

financial ins�tu�ons and their stakeholders. It will 

feature:

� Four high-impact focused sessions

� Discussions on key priori�es, emerging trends and 

surviving and thriving in a challenging 

environment

� Presenta�ons on cu�ng-edge innova�ons in 

banking and finance for a sustainable future

� Informa�ve and inspiring talks from peers and 

experts

� Networking, idea exchanging and partnership 

building

EXPLORE THE 
CHANGING 

LANDSCAPE  OF 
BANKING & FINANCE
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The financial services industry is undergoing seismic change. 
The regulatory regime is becoming increasingly complex and 
the compliance more costly.  The environmental,  social  and 
macroeconomic  risks are greater  than ever.  In  the wake of 
the  last  financial  crisis,  the  2030  Agenda  for  Sustainable 
Development  and  the  Paris  agreement,  shi�ing  from 
shareholder value to stakeholder value is becoming financial 
industry’s  new  impera�ve.  The  compe��on  among 
incumbent  financial  ins�tu�ons  is  intensifying,  but  the 
greatest challenge lies ahead as the financial sector makes a 
radical  transi�on  to  the  digital  age.  The  non-bank  digital 
entrants  - the  financial  technology  companies  (fintechs)  -
are  disrup�ng  the  en�re  industry.  The  business  model  of 
banking and finance stands challenged.

These  are  indeed  �mes  of  momentous  change,  profound 
challenges  and  unprecedented  opportuni�es.  There  is  a 
need  for  the  senior  management  and  stakeholders  of 
financial  ins�tu�ons  to  get  together  for  addressing  the 
ongoing  transforma�on  and  se�ng  the  future  direc�on  of 
banking and finance.

The  Global  Sustainable  Finance  Conference  (GSFC),  which  is 

being held annually since 2011, is the premier and dis�nc�ve 

interna�onal  pla�orm  for  proposing  prac�cal  measures  for 

the sustainability transforma�on of financial ins�tu�ons. 

During  the  upcoming  conference,  the  senior  leadership  of 

financial  ins�tu�ons  and  other  stakeholders  will  meet  to 

examine emerging trends, find answers to pressing challenges 

and discuss the shaping of 21st century banking and finance.

THE CONFERENCETHE BACKGROUND

GSFC │ AN INTERNATIONAL FORUM FOR 

RE-THINKING FINANCIAL SERVICES IN A 

FAST-CHANGING WORLD
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1. Responsible and Innova�ve Banking & Finance in the Age of 
Disrup�on

In  this  session,  the  delegates will  examine  the  emergence  of  non-
bank  digital  entrance  and  cu�ng-edge  innova�ons  in  banking  and 
finance. Further emphasis will be on managing risks and returns  in 
�mes  of  growing  regulatory  pressures,  environmental  challenges 
and paradigm shi�s in global economy, society and technology. The 
session  will  address  the  issue  of  re-defining  success  for  financial 
ins�tu�ons in a disrup�ve age.

2) Financial Sector as Powerful Driver of Sustainable Development

This session will feature the strategic role of financial intermediaries 

in crea�ng clean, inclusive and resilient economy. It will present and 

demonstrate financial  services  for  turning Paris  climate agreement 

into  ac�on  and  implemen�ng  the  2030  Agenda  for  sustainable 

development. The delegates will share latest prac�ces for ensuring 

long-term success of financial ins�tu�ons and making them strategic 

partners  of governments,  businesses and  society  for achieving  the 

“world we want”.

3) Holis�c Integra�on of Sustainability into Organiza�onal Culture 
of Financial Ins�tu�ons

One of the key focuses of the conference will be on discussing the 
cri�cal  importance  and  the  prac�cal  measures  for  embedding 
sustainability  into  the  DNA  of  financial  ins�tu�ons.  The  delegates 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  hear  first-hand  the  effec�ve 
sustainability  strategies  and  prac�ces  from peers and experts.  The 
session  will  include  speeches  and  discussions  on  success  stories, 
obstacles  and  overcoming  challenges  while  crea�ng  sustainable 
financial ins�tu�ons.

4) Closing Plenary Session: The Way Forward and the Next 
Ac�onable Ini�a�ves

This  session  will  begin  by  summarizing  the  key  issues  discussed 
during  the  two-day  conference.  The  delegates  will  review  the 
collec�on  of  ideas  and  reflect  on  the  strategies,  prac�ces  and 
models  examined.  The  focus will  then  shi�  to what’s  next  for  the 
financial industry. Finally, this engaging session will offer ac�onable 
items  for  crea�ng  strong  and  resilient  21st  century  financial 
ins�tu�ons.

THE CONFERENCE FEATURES FOUR HIGH-IMPACT FOCUSED SESSIONS

* The sessions are tenta�ve and published as an indica�on only. The organizers reserve the right to make any amendments.
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DISCUSS

The Paradigm Shi�

Embarking  on  a  Sustainable  Journey  »  From  short  term  profit 
orienta�on to long term success

Future Proofing

Securing future market posi�on by: crea�ng the culture of innova�on; 
responding  to  the challenge of  change  in  the financial  industry; and 
redefining success in the age of disrup�on

EXPLORE

The conference offers a dis�nc�ve opportunity to explore: 

The 21st century strategies and prac�ces in banking and finance

Cri�cal role of financial sector players in transforming the world

Leadership  responsibili�es  and  opportuni�es  for  financial 
ins�tu�ons  in  �mes  of  deple�ng  natural  resources,  rapid 
technological advancement  and  fast  changing  global  poli�cal 
economy

SHARE AND NETWORK

� Demonstrate your ins�tu�on’s sustainability ini�a�ves

� Connect with people commi�ed to make a posi�ve change in the 

financial industry

� Get valuable feedback on your ac�on steps 

� Build global partnerships for your sustainability journey

THE FOCUS SESSIONS WILL INCLUDE INFORMATIVE, 

INSPIRING & ENGAGING DISCUSSIONS ON:

Financing innova�ons for sustainability

Latest developments in financial inclusion and SME Finance

Large-scale  project  financing  for  achieving  Sustainable 
Development Goals

Green and responsible investments

GSFC │ A PREMIER GATHERING OF STAKEHOLDERS COMMITTED TO CREATE SUSTAINABILITY-CENTRIC 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
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In addition to discussing the key issues shaping financial 
industry, the conference will also feature best practices and 
examples of institutions committed to sustainability. 

Within the framework of the conference, the Karlsruhe 
Sustainable Finance Awards will be presented by the City of 
Karlsruhe to financial institutions and organizations that have 
distinguished themselves through outstanding contributions to 
the field of sustainable finance.

There are three categories of awards:

� Best Innovation in Sustainable Financial Products and Services

� Outstanding Sustainable Project Financing

� Outstanding Business Sustainability Achievement

For more information or for sending your entries for The Karlsruhe Sustainable Finance Awards 2017, please contact us via email:

mail[at]eosd.org

THE KARLSRUHE SUSTAINABLE FINANCE AWARDS
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� Chief Executives, Board Directors and Senior Executives 
of: Development Financing Institutions, Commercial 
Banks and specialized financial institutions such as SME 
Banks, Micro Finance Institutions, Equity and Venture 
Capital Firms and non-bank digital entrants

� Central Bankers and Regulators

� Policy Makers and Senior Government Officials

� Representatives of International Organizations and 
Regional & Multilateral Financial Institutions

� Academic Community and Research Scholars

� Sustainability Practitioners

� All those engaged or interested in sustainable 
development, innovating banking and finance for a 
sustainable future and in transformation to a green and 
inclusive economy

The conference will take place in the city of Karlsruhe in 
Germany. It is located on the Rhine River between the 
mountains of the Palatinate, the Vosges and the world 
renowned Black Forest.

Karlsruhe enjoys excellent air, rail and road links. Frankfurt 
International Airport, which is one of the world’s largest 
airports, is just an hour away by direct train. There are bullet/ 
high-speed trains running between the airport terminals and 
Karlsruhe Main Station. For more information on timings and 
platform numbers, please visit the website of German 
Railways (Deutsche Bahn AG, www.db.de).

The city is at the intersection of the major Autobahn (German 
motorway) A5 Hamburg-Karlsruhe-Basel A6/A8 (Paris). 

It is a cultural center and home to several museums including 
the largest cultural history museum in the region. Karlsruhe is 
also known for innovation and technology, strong economic 
base, German Justice (home to Germany’s highest courts) 
and above all for being a green city.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? THE CONFERENCE LOCATION
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This global forum was launched in 2011 by European Organisation for Sustainable Development and the 
Association of Development Financing Institutions in Asia & the Pacific in cooperation with the City of Karlsruhe. 
It was initiated under the auspices of the World Federation of Development Finance Institutions and was endorsed 

by the United Nations Environment Programme - Financial Institutions (UNEP FI).


